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There is a neu superyacht in town. She looks clussic- but muke no rnistake
- she is a high-tech, modern creation in a class, quite literally, all her

own. Firefly, a perforununce-oriented sailhrg yttcht buih uith the 7930s

flore of a J-cktss, is the first to receiue. the new F-class rating.

After an extensive research project and fifteen

protot).pes later, Hoek Design, in the Netherlands,

produced the 35m Firefly. She is a new one-design

race-classic of the F-class, developed as a high-

performance racer, fit to race in the Spirit of

Tradition class. As outlined in the design brief,

desigrer André Hoek, wanted her o'to be fast on all

points of sail, both in light- and heavy wind", in

order to beat a J-class racing yacht despite wind

conditions. To accomplish that goalo the resulting

Firefly is a hybrid of sorts. Above the water, she

maintains the traditional beauty of the J-class in

look and feel, but beneath the water she has the

power of a maxi racer.

After the owner and designer carefully

faleulated the ship's oplimum size to compete

against J-class racers, Firefly was constructed to
"the highest quality standards in the Netherlands",

according to her makers. To ensure quality

construction, Hoek chose two yards for the job,

each a specialist in their field. Bloemsma

lluminiumbouw, an expert in aluminium builds and

rell-acquainted with J-class hulls, constructed

Firefly's hull. Claasen Shipyards, responsible for

lhe recent J-class yacht Lionheart, finished Firefly

to Lloyd's Register classification code. Builders

revealed the construction, for a superyacht of this

rize. was prompt with only nine months between the

6rst drawing and its sea trial.

/ in tage Look,  New Class
Firefly's unique charm lies irr her classic lines,

n,xlern design, advanced technical systems and

h,kl materials. From a distance, she cornmands

.ttention with her fiery spinnaker donning a

'rluptuous personified frrefly. Up close, her long

.)rerhangs and sleek lines draw similarities to the

.rterior styling of Svea, a 1937 Swedish J-class

.e,'ht. Her sweeping sheer, flush deck and modest

.l^'k camber create a traditional ambience echoing

"l-.igns of the 1930s.

Firefly's performance, however, resembles little

ín'm the 1930s. Built from a technical racing point

rJ r ies'- she fares well against modern maxi racers,

with her high aspect ratio and T-style fin keel with

a 26t lead bulb. The newly formed F-class

Association believes this combination is

"exceptionally powerful". It is no surprise this new

design, nicknamed the J slayer, created a new class

rating. According to the F-class Association, Firefly

represents oorace classics of an altogether different

breed", since F-class yachts can be built at an

economical price, only require eight to twelve crew

members and allow crews to race competitively

against vessels of almost identical speed.

Stack ing  the  Deck
The layout of Firefly's deck compares to

a modern maxi with a large open cockpit and

separate cockpit for the helmsman. However, the

visual similarities stop there. Firefly's deck is flush,

unhindered by a deckhouse, with a calculated

camber to reinforce its stiffness. The obvious wide

appearance of the deck clearly distinguishes it from

a maxi yacht.

Firefly speaks speed and endurance from her

deck design to her interior. It is a pure racing

vessel. The absence ofunnecessary trappings is

evidence of that. The minimal, but stylish interior

consists of pipe cots, a stall shower, locker space

and a small galley and navigation table. The only

painting, a matching lady firefly from the spinnaker,

hangs above the navigation station bringing her
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' r , ' r ' r ' e  s l r i l i t  L cL , r v  r l e t ' k .  Re r l  c c r l a r  s l i r t s  l i r r t  t l r t '  h t r l l

, I  i r (  co r ) l l ) i l l l )  t l r t  l e t I  r ' r ' t l a r  l l o , r r s .  \ l r r t n i r t i t r r t t

- t l i l r ing anr l  cornpo-" i t t '  g lat i r rgs Í in ish oí f  hcr  a l l -

:  u . i r l r ' s s  i n t e r i o r ' .  Thc  i ns i t l e  o í  t he  h r r l l  i s  co i r t r ' t l

. '  i l l r  a  r r t l  i n s r r l i r t i o r r  l r a i n t  s r  s t em"  , \ l : r s t ' ua t  \ ' l a r i n t '

I  t  l  \ [  r ' o l l i ng .  r l c s i g r r c r l  l i r r  t hc r r t t a l  i n . r r l a t i ug -  an t l

r i  l r - r 'o t t r ler tsat ior t  prot l l t ion i rs r re i - l  i rs  ] [ascol t t
'  , r r n t l  ( l on t r o l  l ) l l .  t o  r l i nn l r e r r  no i se  t r r r r sed  l r r

-  '  r r l t u r ' : r l  t l ans l a t i ou .  
' l ' h r  

he l l r  o f  F i l t ' í l r  i s  r r  r p i e t

r t t t 'o l  cctr t re í i r l  the t r t rv to í i r lus orr  lornl r r ' l i tor ' - r .

l : r tg i r reers l r l i rnner l  t r  err  i r r r l r  of  I " i le{ l r  a lorut t l

'  r ' r1ui1rrr rcnt  lo rnar i r r r ise l rer ' Í i r rnrarrr r ' .  Thi"

- u l es  ( ) \ \ ne r s  i r r r t l  c l t u  l t a r t  i r  l e re l  p l t r r i ng  l i e l d

l i - 1 r l a r  t he i l  r r an t i t ' a l  s l i i l l s .  l : i l e í l r  r n l i n t a i ns

. r ' l i o r r  r t t ns t .  l r a l l  spa rs  an t l  l r oom as  r ve l l  as  l i gh t

: i r t  l ' l iO  r i gg i ng  t o  l r l l p  he l  l u r r  l e l r r  i n  t l r t

! , ' r ' .  
- l ' l r c l e  

i s : r n  op t ' n  cock l r i t  a rea  n ' i t h  on r ' l l l g t '
' L  h  r l r ' . i gna te r l  l i r r  t l r c  r t r a i ns l r ee t  an r l  t no  l i r l ge

: r r r r l i t s .  ' l ' he  
s r ' pa l a l c  t och l r i I  f i r r  l l r c  hc l r ns r r r an

r r i l e r l  no  b r r i l t - i n  sca l i ng  s i r r ce  t l r c  t o t l i p i t  l l oo r  i s

, ' r ' r '  l 0 r ' t t r  l o$ r ' r ' an t l  t l r e  t l e r ' l '  se l ' \ ( ' s  i t s  a  s ( ' i l t .

l r ,  111 , , '  o f  t h t  nc l  F  t l ass .  l ' i l c l l r ' ' s  l r e lm  cons i s t s

i '  h , ' r ' 1 .  i n s t t ' a r I  o1  a  t i l l c r .  I i r l  i r  r l r r i r ' l i  a r r r l

r t  a t t  chung t '  o f  co tu ' s t ' .  As  t l r c  F  t l ass
- -  , ,  i r r l i o n  p u t  i t :  " t h r ' l i n t ' d t ' t i r i l i n g  i r n t l  c l n . s i c

' L ,  n l i . . .  o f  a r r  l " - c l ass  t r r e  t l u l r  r ne r r r o l ab l t ' . " '

I r  l r , ' r '  l oohs  i u ' ( '  a l l \  n l o Í l s l l r l ' .  he r  t t chn i l a l

t n -  r r r t  a l so  a  c r r t  a l r o t  e .  
' l i , r ' l r n i t a l l r  

spea l ' i ng .
' 1 r  r '  i r r r l ee r l  cu t t i l r u  t t l ge .  

' l ' he  
m i r i r r  t  t r g i r r .  i - q

a  : t ( ' \  r '  . i r - r ' r  I i n t l r l  t l t a t  r l l i r  es  a  Í i r l t l i l g  p rope l l t r

an t l  I r r t t ' : t l r r t r ' , I  F l r  uhee l  ( , r ' ne l a to r '  ( I F  G  i .  . \  se t ' o r t d

fo t r l  t r  l i r r r l t r '  , ' l t e v l  t ' ng i r r t  r l r i v t ' s  i r r r o thc r '  I FC  a r r r l

ln  r l larr l i r '  prr rnp.  Since l rot l t  et rg- inr ' .  r 'or l t : l in  IF( ;s"

t l r e r c  i s  no  r r ce r l  Í i r l  a  t l ad i t i ona l  g tnc ra to l  se t .

l , h i l h  t l e r  ou rs  l i r n i t t ' r I  spa ( ' ( '  on  bo l r r [ .  B r r i l t  f o r

long r l is t i in tc larces" t l te pouer f lor t t  the t r rg ines

eualr lcs the l 'a tc l  l ra l la-" t  sr  stern to t larrsí i ' r '  Í lvc t  o l

l : r t e l  l i ' o rn  one  s i r l r ' t o  t hc  o the l  l i t h i n  t l o  m i r l r t t ' s .

, \ccol t l ingl r .  l l l  sai l ing s lst ( ' l ] ls  orr  l i i ref lv  a l t '

h r  r l l a r r l i c .  *  h i ch  n ra l i es  h t ' r '  s i r np l t  t o  sa i l .

e l inr i r r i r t ing l l r r  net ' r l  Íbr  a I : r rge c l t 'w.  She s;ror ts

I { a r ' l . r ' n  l  i n t l r es  au r l  Le l  n ra r  de t ' L  gea r  l r r r l  i s  l i t t e t l

l i t l r  a  l i r e r l  l i t t l ,  t hough  c l : r s s  n r l ^ s  a l l o l  t ach t s  t o

hn'r  l  l  l i Í i in : l  l ieel .  Nar-al  ar l l f tects arx l  engirreers

t l ec i r l , ' r l  t he  r r , l t l i t i on r r l  l e i ! . l h t  o f  a  l i Í t i nE l  l i t t ' l  l ' o r r l r l

r tot  i r r rpror  r '  ; ,er fo l ln: r r t t 'c .  . \s  hel  r r lmesal .e

sugg ( ' s t s .  F i l r ' Í 1 r  
' s  

, , r r l r  goa l  i s  t o  soa l  on  l  l r e  s  a t c r ' .

so thc l .eel  is  Í iv ' r l : r t  5.2 r r r  ant l  has onlr  30 r ' rn oí

í lo0r heig-ht .

l r r . l u l r  l 0 t I .  F i l t . f l r ' n ra r l e  he r  r ac i r r g  r l e l i u t  a t

t he  S r r l r e r ' \ ach t  C r r ; r  i n  Pa ln ra  de  Ma l l o r ca .  He r

nrot l r ' r 'n  c lesi : ]n conr l r ined rr  i th an i r r rage r t , rn in isccnt

o f  t h r '  pas t .  h l r  r nah t l s  i ns i s t .  ca r r s r . r l  a  l x r zz  amon"

sl) ( ' ( ' t i r tors.  
' l ' l r t '  

È '  r ' lass Í rsso( ' iat ion stater l :  "she

rect ' iv t t l  ; rosi t i le  re i r t t ions Í ' r 'orn l l r r '  pr-css.  r is i to ls

and other '  1rar t ic ipants. ' "  F i lef l r  r ' ( ' l ) l  p,sents iu l

upcornir rg t lass in s l i l ing r  at l r ts  as i r r r  o l r lc l  fo l  i r

secortr l  F c l lss has l r t t r r  l r lact ' t l .  ar t r l  ut 'got i i t t ions
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are under way for two more sister vessels. The

Spirit of Tradition class may hit a growth spurt in

the near future as a result ofthe budfing, new

F-class.

Main Suppl ie rs  & Subcont rac tors
Bloemsma Alumiaiumbouw Hull constructlon I Eonsinlr Tacht PainterB
Paintwork I Claasen .tachtbousr Intertor / D60k c.on8tructlon I trrans
Bran(iee Engineering Ke€l engheertng I gall $pars Spars I Harhen
lnnches I Hoek Design Dosun I dongfind Yacht Ing'taustions Technlcal
tnsta,lletlons, englneerlng I Lewmar Deck equlpm€nt I North gsils gall8

I SnartBiging Rigging I SteF MotoE Englne, g€nelator

i. www.hoekdesign,com
i. wvwÍclassyachts.com
i. www,hoekdesign.com

Supe rYach t  I ndus t r y  I  Vo lume  6  |  l s sue  5  t l


